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Photo Page No.4: Community/Institutional Buildings in Telluride 

San Miguel County Courthouse (5SM.1605), circa 1940 
(Denver Public Library, Western History Collection, William 
L. Flick, call # X-63177). 

 

Western Federation of Miners Hospital (5SM.1756)’ circa 
1905 (Denver Public Library, Western History Collection, 
Joseph E. Byers, call # X-90). 

 

Telluride School (5SM.1741), circa 1949 (Telluride Historical 
Museum, SKU: 195-105-07). 

 

Miners’ Hospital (5SM.1749), circa 1900 (Telluride Historical 
Museum, SKU: 2004-01-481). 
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Photo Page No.5: Telluride Commercial Buildings 
 

First National Bank of Telluride, (5SM.1537), 201 W. 
Colorado Avenue, photo by Carl McWilliams, 2007. 

The (original) Sheridan Hotel (left) and the New Sheridan 
Hotel (right) between 1899 and 1905 (Denver Public Library, 
Western History Collection, call # X-94). 

 

Telluride (Masonic) Lodge No. 56, (5SM.1549), 200 E. 
Colorado Avenue, photo by Carl McWilliams, 2007. 

Tomboy Gold Mines Company Office (5SM.1561), 324 W. 
Colorado Avenue, photo by Richard Collier, 2007. 

Telluride Transfer Company Building (5SM.1620), southwest 
corner of Pacific Avenue and Fir Street, circa 1940 (Telluride 
Historical Museum, SKU: 2006-01-087). 
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At the turn of the twentieth century, San Miguel County, with Telluride its 
major producer, ranked third in the state in the production of gold, fifth in 
the production of silver, and third in the combined production of gold, silver, 
copper, lead and zinc.60 The price of silver, though, had declined steadily 
since the repeal of the Sherman Silver Purchase Act and the national 
financial panic of 1893. In the early 1890s, silver was valued at over one 
dollar per ounce; by 1894, though, it had declined to 63 cents per ounce, 
and by the early 1900s it was priced at just over 50 cents per ounce. 
Increased production of gold and other metals provided a temporary 
solution; however, the overall price of ore remained flat during the early 
decades of the twentieth century. The cost of production did not remain 
flat, though; it continued to rise, and in time the mines were no longer 
profitable. A series of disasters, both natural and human-caused, also 
contributed to the decline. A series of avalanches - many perhaps the result 
of denuded slopes from the wholesale removal of trees to provide lumber for 
the mines and mills – caused several deaths and destroyed property at an 
alarming rate. There were also numerous fires, including a devastating blaze 
at the Tomboy mill complex in July of 1922.61 
 
The Liberty Bell, Smuggler, Union, Tomboy, and other large mines all closed 
down during the 1920s, leaving no doubt that that Telluride’s mining boom 
days were past. In 1908, Telluride was home to over 6000 hardy residents, but 
by 1920 the town’s population had declined to fewer that 2000. A decade 
later, at the dawn of the Great Depression, only a quarter of those people 
remained as the town’s population then stood at just 500. As the mines 
closed, so too did many of the town’s businesses, including the Bank of 
Telluride in September of 1929. Charles “Buck” Waggoner, the bank’s 
president, made infamous national headlines when at the time of the bank’s 
closure he perpetrated what became known as "The Great Waggoner 
Swindle."  With the bank's assets in dire straits, rather than defaulting on local 
depositors, Waggoner instead traveled to Denver where he executed a 
complicated plot to defraud five New York banks out of a half million dollars.  
After completing a series of fraudulent transactions, Waggoner used the 
money to pay his bank's debts and to provide funds for reimbursement to 
depositors. Waggoner then fled to Wyoming, where he was arrested a few 
weeks later.  He eventually confessed to the crime and was sentenced to a 
term of fifteen years in a federal penitentiary. In Telluride, Waggoner left  an 
uncertain legacy; at worst he is remembered as an unscrupulous banker 
who stole a half million dollars, but at best he is regarded as a modern-day 
Robin Hood, who stole from the rich banks of New York to protect the hard 
earned savings of Telluride's citizens. After his release from prison, Waggoner 
moved to Reno, Nevada where he suffered from blindness and eventually 

                                            
  60Whitacre, p. 8.7.  
  61“Tomboy Suffers $100,000 Fire Loss Saturday,” Telluride Daily Journal, July 
10, 1922, p. 1.  
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died. Waggoner’s residence in Telluride was located at 235 N. Pine Street 
(5SM.1758).   
 
By the late 1930s, there was renewed hope that Telluride’s mines would 
once again flourish. Between 1938 and 1942, the ownership of several mines 
was consolidated under Telluride Mines Inc. Led by its president and general 
manager Charles F. Parker Jr., Telluride Mines primarily focused on the 
production of zinc and lead during the World War II period. Among other 
once glorious mines, the company reopened works at the Smuggler-Union, 
Liberty Bell, Tomboy, Mendota, and Argentine. As a result, by 1950, Telluride’s 
population had rebounded to 1400. After the war, however, the price of 
lead and zinc began to steadily decline, and by the early 1950s Telluride 
Mines was operating at a deficit. The decision to close the mines was 
announced on April 27, 1953, as Parker explained that “with lead pegged at 
12 cents per pound and zinc a penny less, it is impossible to operate the 
mine at other than a loss.”62 The closures threatened to idle some 230 men 
representing ninety percent of the town’s workforce, with only a skeleton 
crew of fifty retained to help with the shut down and mop-up operations. 
 
With Telluride’s mining economy on the brink of collapse, a reprieve came 
just two weeks later. On May 12, 1953, the Rocky Mountain News carried a 
new headline:”Telluride Saved! Won’t Become Ghost City.”63 Under the 
banner headline, the News announced that the Idarado Mining Company, 
a subsidiary of the Newmont Mining Corporation, had stepped in at the last 
minute to take over the holdings of Telluride Mines Inc. for a reported two 
million dollars. Idarado consolidated additional area mines and oversaw 
completion of a new mill at Pandora sustaining the mining economy, at 
least on a limited basis, for another two decades. In 1978, as Telluride quietly 
celebrated its centennial year, Idarado closed the valley’s mines for the final 
time. Telluride’s long and illustrious mining era had come to an end. New 
visionaries were already hard at work, however, creating a new economic 
boom to usher Telluride into the modern era.  
 
Joseph T. Zoline and the Telluride Ski Resort 
 
In 1968 Joseph Zoline claimed an impressive professional resume. Raised and 
educated in Chicago, he had been a successful corporate lawyer, and 
chief executive for a handful of prominent corporations, among them Carte 
Blanche and MSL Industries. He owned a residence in Beverly Hills and a 
cattle ranch outside Aspen. He was fifty-six years old, and his life’s greatest 
work lay in front of him. Arriving in Telluride that year, where others saw only 

                                            
  62“Telluride Mines to Close; 1400 Residents Stunned,” Rocky Mountain News, 
April 28, 1953,   p. 6.  
  63“Telluride Saved! Won’t Become Ghost City,” Rocky Mountain News, May 
12, 1953, p. 18.  
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a sleepy mining town dying on the vine, Zoline saw great potential. During 
the next few years he acquired over 4,500 acres of land, much of it from 
rancher Eugene Adams.64 Zoline envisioned a world class ski resort on the 
land, and he had the ambition, connections, and financial wherewithal to 
make it a reality. Telluride’s citizens were initially skeptical. Zoline was not the 
first to arrive in town with a grand scheme, and to many, a major ski 
development seemed nothing more than a foolish dream. Foremost among 
the obstacles was Telluride’s remote location. Far from any major population 
center, it was a two-hour drive just to reach Montrose, and then only if the 
weather and roads were good. The most recent passenger train service was 
nearly twenty years in the past. There was no local airport, and no plans to 
build one. Logistics aside, there was also the matter of perception, as 
Telluride’s reputation as a hard-scrabble mining town brought faint hope 
that it could one day become a destination resort. 
 
Telluride, though, possessed two key assets - the breathtaking beauty of its 
location, nestled in a box canyon in the heart of the San Juans, and its 
charming Late Victorian era architecture. In fact, due to its architectural 
character and unique mining heritage, Telluride had been designated as a 
National Historic Landmark District four years previously. Zoline poured 
hundreds of thousands of dollars of his own money into the venture, lined up 
other investors from across the nation, and began to map out the resort’s 
details. Amazingly, he planned to open for the winter of 1972-1973. Soon 
convinced that the ski resort could become a reality, Telluride’s business 
community lined up in support. 
 
Zoline hired Emile Allais, a former French world champion skier and Olympic 
bronze medalist, to design the resort’s runs and lifts.  Regarded as France’s 
first great alpine skier, Allais had previously designed eight other world-class 
ski resorts.65 Billy Mahoney Sr., a Telluride local, was hired to oversee the 
initial day-to-day operations. An ardent supporter of the resort concept, 
Mahoney had built Telluride’s first lift, a tow rope hooked to the rear axle of a 
vintage jalopy.66  
 
The resort’s original plans called for fifteen lifts and fifty-seven miles of trails 
with a drop from 12,750 feet to 8,750 feet, along with a ski lodge, 
condominiums and ski lifts.67 The Telluride Ski Resort’s first trails were 
dedicated by Governor John Love in April of 1971, with one of the first two 
runs named “First Love” in his honor. The other was named “Allais Alley,” in 

                                            
  64“Telluride Ski Development Planned,” Denver Post, December 10, 1968, p. 
49; “Winter  Resort Complex Planned Near Telluride,” Denver Post, April 17, 1971, p. 2H.  
  65Fetter, p. 164.  
  66“Joseph Zoline, 92, is Dead; Built Telluride Ski Resort,” The New York Times, 
October 14,  2004, http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html.  
  67“Winter Resort Complex Planned Near Telluride,” Denver Post, April 17, 
1971, p. 24. 

http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html
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honor of Emile Allias. The names of other runs were derived from Telluride’s 
historic mining past, including the Pick and Gad, Tomboy, Smuggler, and 
Galloping Goose. The resort opened, as planned, for the 1972-1973 season 
with five lifts and a lodge. Three years later, the Coonskin Lift on the north 
side of the mountain was opened, connecting the ski area directly to the 
town of Telluride.68  
 
In 1978, Zoline and Simonius Vischer, a Swiss partner, sold the Telluride Ski 
Resort to Ron Allred and Jim Wells. They in turn sold a majority interest to 
Hideo Morita. As of 2004, the resort was reportedly owned by Morita and by 
Chuck and Chad Horning of Newport Beach, California.69 Today, the 
Telluride Ski Resort boasts 2000 acres of skiable terrain, with 125 runs and 18 
lifts including two gondolas, eight quads, two triple chairs, and two double 
chairs. The gondolas not only connect the ski area with the Town of Telluride, 
but also with the modern community of Mountain Village. Many who ski at 
the resort arrive via the Telluride Regional Airport which opened in 
December of 1984. Having seen his dream come to fruition, Joseph Zoline 
passed away at his home in Beverly Hills, at the age of 92, on September 23, 
2004. Emile Allais celebrated his 100th birthday in France on February 25, 
2012. 
 
Telluride in Transition: The 1970s 
 
Now celebrating its fortieth anniversary, the Telluride Ski Resort has had a 
tremendous impact on the region’s socioeconomic development. It ushered 
in a period of sustained growth and spawned the development of an 
entirely new community, Mountain Village. In the 1970s, though, the ski area 
was but one of several melding forces which together transformed Telluride 
from a mining-based economy into the tourist-based economy of a 
destination resort. By the late 1960s, Telluride’s population had once again 
dwindled to fewer than five hundred. Following World War II, a widespread 
uranium boom on the Colorado Plateau had further diminished Telluride’s 
population. With hard rock mining in decline, many traditional mining 
families departed Telluride during the 1950s. Seeking new opportunities in the 
uranium mines and mills, they had moved to such places as Naturita, Nucla, 
and Moab, Utah which were then booming.  
 
With the opening of the ski resort, though, Telluride’s population rebounded 
rapidly, to over 1,100 citizens by the mid-1970s. Many newcomers were 
anything but traditional, however. As a group, they were young, in their 
twenties and thirties; and they were labeled by the media as part of the so-
called “antiestablishment” or “counterculture.” Some, who seemingly had 
no visible means of support, were derisively called “trust funders” on the 

                                            
  68Ibid.  
  69“Joseph Zoline, 92, is Dead; Built Telluride Ski Resort.”   
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assumption that they were living off of family money. Many were well-
educated, and the area’s serene beauty seemed to foster philosophical 
and cultural expression. As a group, the newcomers also embraced the 
flamboyant dress and hair styles, psychedelic colors, and free social mores 
of the era. The late 1960s and early 1970s were a heady time throughout 
America. From Vietnam to Woodstock, from Kent State to Watergate, in the 
immortal words of Bob Dylan, the times truly were “a-changin.” In Telluride, 
the clash of cultures between the newcomers and the established mining 
families made for an interesting dynamic. As one contemporary source 
described the situation: 
 

Telluride is balanced on a measure of tolerance between hippies and 
rednecks, trust-funders, and miners. The newly settled artists, dropout 
lawyers and movement veterans mingle with the conservative natives 
whose forebears arrived a century ago to work the gold and silver 
mines.”70            

 
Louis Newell, editor of the weekly Telluride Times in the 1970s viewed the 
dynamic philosophically. In a 1974 interview he stated:  

 
It was quite a cultural shock when the young crowd moved in among 
the established farm and ranch and mining families. But Telluride, during 
its long history as a mining town, has always been able to accept and 
assimilate people of all cultures and ethnic backgrounds, and I don’t 
anticipate any real problems now.71 

 
In April of 1974, the antiestablishment newcomers captured the mayor’s 
office and four of six seats on the Telluride Town Board. In doing so, they 
effectively became the establishment, responsible for addressing the town’s 
needs and for planning its future. Jerry Rosenfeld, described as a “bearded 
poet and businessman” became the new mayor. A Denver native, 
Rosenfeld was also a former Air Force captain. His wife, Jane, was a 
registered nurse, who ten months previously had given birth to the couple’s 
first child. In addition to Jane’s work as a nurse, the Rosenfelds operated the 
Mother Lode Mercantile, a clothing and household utensils store in 
Telluride.72 At the time, some regarded the Rosenfelds as radicals; 
considered in retrospect, however, they conjure an image of progressive 
citizens who cared enough about their community to become actively 
involved. 
 
The town marshal, who had a reputation for heavy-handed and perhaps 
uneven law enforcement tactics, was relieved of his duties soon after the 

                                            
  70Williams, Roger Neville. “Rocky Mountain Low,” Straight Creek Journal, 
February 26, 1976,  p. 1.  
  71Bryan, Howard. “Telluride: Counterculture,” Rocky Mountain News (Trend 
Section), June  23, 1974, p. 3. 
  72Ibid.  
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election. Otherwise, though, the new council undertook few controversial 
actions. The council members were progressive, however, as they worked to 
address the rapidly increasing growth and development pressures. 
Accordingly, the council passed an ordinance that year which created a 
historic preservation zone, to maintain and preserve the historic and 
architectural integrity of Telluride’s National Historic Landmark District. The 
ordinance also created the “Historical and Architectural Review 
Commission” (H.A.R.C.) to conduct reviews of designs for new buildings and 
alterations to historic buildings, before the issuance of building permits. 
Balancing the dual needs of providing for economic growth and preserving 
the integrity of the town’s unique architectural heritage has remained a key 
goal, and challenge, for the entire Telluride community from that time to the 
present. 
 
Telluride Into the Twenty-First Century 
 
When the mines closed for the final time in 1978, many barely paused long 
enough to take notice. The mining era was history, both literally and 
figuratively. While Telluride’s rich mining heritage was regarded as something 
to celebrate, it was also viewed as part of an increasingly distant past.  By 
the turn of the twenty-first century, relatively few mining families remained. 
The houses and commercial buildings where they lived and worked would 
live on in Telluride, but only the people could tell their stories.  The stories of 
many were thankfully preserved through an oral history project led by 
Davine Pera and Lael Fruen, which resulted in the book Conversations at 
9,000 Feet: A Collection of Oral Histories From Telluride, Colorado. Several 
other publications, and the preservation and dissemination of historic 
images through the Telluride Historical Museum, have also fostered a keen 
interest in Telluride’s history. Notable among them are Telluride’s Victorian 
Vernacular: A Walking Tour, by Rosemerry Wahtola Trommer and Telluride 
Images of America by Elizabeth Barbour. Previous survey efforts, including 
those conducted by Front Range Research Associates, have also helped 
foster interest in Telluride’s mining and architectural heritage. 
 
From the 1970s to the present, Telluride has been at the forefront of 
contemporary American culture. Beginning in 1974, with a Film Festival and 
a Bluegrass Festival, Telluride has brought music and the arts into the lives of 
hundreds of thousands, all against the majestic backdrop of the San Juan 
range. Now operated by the National Film Preserve, the Telluride Film Festival 
is a key part of the international film festival calendar, along with those at 
Cannes, Toronto and New York. Another film festival, known as Mountainfilm 
in Telluride, began in 1979. It is billed as America’s premier festival, 
celebrating achievement in adventure, activism, culture and environment. 
Other annual music festivals include a Jazz Festival, a Bluegrass Festival, a 
Blues and Brews Festival, and a Chamber Music Festival. Iconic past and 
present Telluride festivals also include an Ideas Festival, a Balloon Festival, a 
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Heritage Festival, a Wine Festival, a Playwrights’ Festival, and even Yoga and 
Mushroom Festivals. 
 
Telluride has also become a Mecca for outdoor enthusiasts, with activities 
ranging from fly fishing in the San Miguel and Delores Rivers, to mountain 
climbing, hiking and biking, to exploring the rugged San Juans by jeep. 
Current organized events include: the 100 mile “Hardrock Endurance Run;” 
the “Full Tilt in Telluride” bicycle race, a part of the Mountain States Cup bike 
racing series; the seventeen-mile “Imogene Pass Run” between Telluride and 
Ouray; and the “Mountains to the Desert” bicycle race from Telluride to 
Moab, Utah.   
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4.0 RESEARCH DESIGN AND METHODS 

 Background 
 
The Town of Telluride was designated a National Historic Landmark District on 
1961 and was formally dedicated on July 4, 1964. It is one of five mining-
related NHL districts in Colorado, along with Central City-Black Hawk, Cripple 
Creek, Georgetown-Silver Plume, Leadville, and Silverton. Historic properties 
in Telluride were not surveyed, however, until the late 1970s and 1980s, and 
the NHL district’s boundaries were not finalized until a National Register of 
Historic Places Registration Form for the “Telluride National Historic Landmark 
District” was prepared by Christine Whitacre of Front Range Research 
Associates in November 1987. Previously, in 1974, Telluride adopted a Historic 
Preservation District Ordinance as part of an effort to protect the town’s 
historic architecture from development pressures. The ordinance created a 
“Historic and Architectural Review Commission” (HARC), developed initial 
boundaries for the NHL district, and established a town-wide Historic 
Preservation Overlay District (HPOD) as part of the Town’s land use code.  
 
Telluride’s first comprehensive survey was completed in 1978, culminating in 
the report “Historical Boundaries and Landmark Survey in Telluride, 
Colorado,” prepared by Beasley and Wellborn Preservation/Planning 
Consultants in October 1978. Spearheaded by Laura Harper, the 1978 survey 
relied heavily on volunteer efforts by many Telluride citizens including 
members of HARC, Town employees, and the Telluride Town Council. 
Products from the 1978 survey included photographs of the town’s historic 
buildings, “worksheets” for individual buildings and blocks, and the Beasley 
and Wellborn report. The one page worksheets included fields for the 
following data: general condition, uses, zoning, building materials, story 
height, setback, environmental quality, architectural/historical interest, 
intrusions, and other considerations.    
 
In 1986, the Town of Telluride contracted with Front Range Research 
Associates to complete a more in-depth intensive-level survey of the 
Landmark District’s primary buildings. Funded in part by a Certified Local 
Government (CLG) grant, the 1986 survey resulted in the completion of 
standardized “Historic Building Inventory Record” forms for 322 primary 
buildings (5SM.1534–5SM.1855). R. Laurie Simmons and Christine Whitacre 
were the principal historians who worked on the project for Front Range 
Research Associates. The primary building survey was followed in 1987 by the 
survey of approximately 150 secondary buildings and structures, including 
sheds, barns, privies, garages, and secondary residences, assigning each a 
“Telluride Historic Architectural Survey” (THAS) number. The 1986/1987 surveys  
established a four-tiered rating system evaluating each property as 
“contributing,” “supporting,” “noncontributing with qualifications,” or 
“noncontributing without qualifications,” and they culminated with the 
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completed National Register of Historic Places Registration Form for the 
“Telluride National Historic Landmark District.” A survey report, titled “1987 
Telluride Historic Architectural Survey” also resulted from the 1986 and 1987 
surveys. 
 
In 1997, the Town of Telluride again contracted with Front Range Research 
Associates to reevaluate some secondary buildings and structures. This 
project resulted in the partial completion of a “Colorado Cultural Resource 
Survey Site or Property Reevaluation Form” for select secondary resources, 
noting changes subsequent to the 1986/1987 surveys. 
 
The Current Survey 
 
The Town of Telluride Re-Survey of Historic Structures project is intended to 
update the 1978, 1986, 1987, and 1997 surveys utilizing current professional 
methods, standards and forms, as administered by the National Park Service 
(NPS) and the Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation (OAHP), a 
division of History Colorado within the Colorado Department of Education. 
The present survey was completed in two phases, with phase one 
completed between April 2007 and June 2008, and with phase two 
completed between October 2010 and January 2012. Work on the project 
was suspended, due to budget constraints, between the two phases. 
Funded entirely by the Town of Telluride, phase one resulted in the intensive-
level survey of 158 properties (240 structures) (5SM.1534-5SM.1693). Phase 
two was funded by the Town of Telluride with the assistance of a State 
Historical Fund grant, and resulted in the survey of 160 properties(241 
Structures) (5SM.1694-5SM.1855). A “Colorado Cultural Resource Survey 
Architectural Inventory Form,” annotated with a sketch map, a location 
map, and black-and-white photos, was prepared for each intensively-
surveyed property. As defined by Town of Telluride staff, the current project’s 
goals are: 

 
• Re-survey and update the 1986, 1987 and 1997 surveys. 

• Identify character-defining features to inform development review 
decisions by HARC. 

• Provide current and accurate information for use in various historic 
preservation activities in the community. 

• Increase public awareness of the community’s historic resources. 

• Utilize a survey format that provides information that is usable for the 
purposes associated with the Town’s designation as a National Historic 
Landmark and Certified Local Government. 
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Methodology 

The project began by obtaining and reviewing the survey forms from the 
previous surveys, cross-referenced with an on-line file search through the 
OAHP "Compass" database. Beginning with this initial data, the basic scope 
of the project was to complete all necessary tasks to prepare a Colorado 
Cultural Resource Survey Architectural Inventory Form for each property. 
Because accepted survey methodology and the survey forms have 
changed appreciably since 1987, and because there have been notable 
changes to Telluride’s built environment, the project was approached as an 
essentially new survey rather than as merely an update of the previous 
surveys.  

A key project objective was to inventory all of the properties with a 
consistent methodology and standard for excellence. In addition to 
recording architectural and historical data for each property, the survey 
results also provide a professional recommendation regarding whether or 
not each property contributes to the National Historic Landmark District, if it 
qualifies for individual listing in the National Register of Historic Places, and if 
it qualifies individually under the Town of Telluride Standards for Designation. 
Relative to the Landmark District, there are four separate rating 
classifications: “contributing,” “supporting,” “noncontributing with 
qualifications,” and “noncontributing without qualifications,” as described in 
the Town of Telluride Land Use Code (LUC).  See LUC Section 2, Division 3 
Definitions for Historic and Architectural Review. 

Structures that have lost their rating since the 1987/1997 surveys due to fire or 
demolition are noted as “Non-designated”.   

The survey methodology encompassed three broad tasks: archival research 
and the assimilation of property data, field survey and photography, and 
the completion of the inventory forms. 

Archival Research and the Assimilation of Property Data 

To begin the project, basic property ownership and locational data was 
obtained from the San Miguel County Assessor’s Office – on-line via the San 
Miguel County Assessor Data Site at http://sanmiguel.valuewest.net/, and in 
person at the Assessor’s office by obtaining a paper copy of the “Property 
Appraisal Record” for each property to be surveyed. In-depth archival 
research was then conducted to provide contextual information about 
Telluride's historical development, and to collect relevant historical 
information about each individual property. Extensive research was 
conducted online and at the following repositories: 

• Telluride Historical Museum: (photo collection, Colorado Business 
directory listings for Telluride, vertical files and published secondary 
works.) 

http://sanmiguel.valuewest.net/
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• Denver Public Library, Western History and Genealogy Department: 
(Sanborn insurance maps, newspaper and journal articles, Colorado 
History magazine articles, and other secondary works). 

• San Miguel County Clerk and Recorders office, San Miguel County 
Courthouse: (San Miguel County Commissioners’ minutes). 

• Town of Telluride Planning and Building Department: (Building permit files, 
planning and property related reports, previous survey files, maps). 

• Wilkinson Public Library, Telluride: (Vertical files and selected published 
secondary works).   

Extensive on-line research focused on U. S. federal census records, Sanborn 
Insurance maps, digital photo collections, and historic newspaper articles 
from the Telluride Journal and (Telluride) Daily Journal. The 1880, 1900, 1910, 
and 1920 federal census records were accessed via the Denver Public 
Library website at http://denverlibrary.org/ and “HeritageQuest” at 
http://www.heritagequestonline.com.ezproxy.denverlibrary.org. The 1930 
federal census was accessed through Ancestry.com at 
http://www.ancestry.com. Sanborn Insurance maps for Telluride were 
published in August 1886, October 1890, February 1893, December 1899, July 
1904, November 1908, and October 1922. On-line copies of the Sanborn 
maps were obtained through the Denver Public Library’s website at 
http://sanborn.umi.com.ezproxy.denverlibrary.org. Digital images of historic 
photos were obtained from the Telluride Historical Museum’s website at 
http://www.telluridemuseum.org, and from the Denver Public Library’s 
website at http://digital.denverlibrary.org. Relevant historic newspaper 
articles were viewed online using the Colorado Historic Newspapers 
Collection website at http://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org. Notable 
secondary sources researched included: Conversations at 9,000 Feet A 
Collection of Oral Histories From Telluride, compiled by Davine Pera; 
Telluride’s Victorian Vernacular: A Walking Tour, by Rosemerry Wahtola 
Trommer, Telluride Images of America, by Elizabeth Barbour; Historic Telluride 
in Rare Photographs, by Christian J. Buys; and Telluride From Pick to Powder, 
by Richard L. Fetter and Suzanne Fetter. Finally, additional biographical 
information was obtained through oral interviews with property owners and 
neighborhood residents during the course of the survey.  

Field Survey and Photography 

The exterior form and appearance of every building surveyed was recorded 
in detail by a systematic description of materials, form and design, stylistic 
attributes, setting, condition, and integrity. Any associated secondary 
buildings were also similarly recoded. The manually recorded field notes, 
and the results of the research, were then used to complete a computer-
generated Colorado “Cultural Resource Survey Architectural Inventory 

http://denverlibrary.org/
http://www.heritagequestonline.com.ezproxy.denverlibrary.org./
http://www.ancestry.com/
http://sanborn.umi.com.ezproxy.denverlibrary.org/
http://www.telluridemuseum.org/
http://digital.denverlibrary.org/
http://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org/
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Form” (OAHP #1403) for each property in accordance with the “Colorado 
Cultural Resource Survey Manual." 

Locational information (UTM coordinates, legal lot and block descriptions, 
and Section, Township and Range grid position to within 2½ acres) was 
obtained for all intensively surveyed properties. The location of each 
intensively surveyed property was also pinpointed on a segment of the 
Telluride, Colorado U.S.G.S. Quadrangle map.  

Black-and-white digital photographs of each intensively surveyed property 
were taken, using a Nikon D-70 Megapixal SLR camera. All exposed 
elevations of each building were photographed, along with any notable 
façade details, the number of views being dictated by the placement of 
each building. Two sets of borderless 4" by 6" black-and-white prints were 
developed, packaged, and labeled according to OAHP guidelines. 

Completion of Colorado Cultural Resource Architectural Inventory Forms 
(OAHP #1403) 

An intensive-level inventory form (OAHP #1403) was completed for each 
property. In addition to the property ownership, locational data, and 
administrative information, each inventory form includes the following 
narrative sections: “Architectural Description,” Landscape or Special Setting 
Features,” “Construction History,” “Historical Background,” “Statement of 
Significance,” and “Assessment of Historic Physical Integrity Related to 
Significance.” Each inventory form also provides a professional evaluation of 
the surveyed property’s rating status relative to the Telluride National Historic 
Landmark District. Properties rated “contributing” and “supporting” are 
considered contributing resources within the district. Properties rated 
“noncontributing with qualifications” and “noncontributing without 
qualifications: are considered noncontributing resources within the district. 
Contributing properties within a historic district are typically linked by 
context, display above-average integrity, and date to a specific time 
period. Properties that do not retain sufficient integrity, that are not 
associated with the district's significance, or properties that are less than fifty 
years of age, are usually considered noncontributing. In addition to the 
district evaluations, each inventory form provides a professional evaluation 
regarding the property’s eligibility to be individually listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places, and individually designated as a local landmark 
by the Town of Telluride. In general, to be listed in the National Register of 
Historic Places, a property should (under most circumstances) be at least fifty 
years old, possess significance under one of the National Register Criteria, 
and exhibit sufficient integrity to convey a sense of its historic significance. 
The National Register Criteria and the concept of integrity as it relates to 
significance are discussed in greater detail below. Each inventory form also 
includes a location map and a site sketch map showing the footprint and 
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placement of the intensively surveyed properties, including their relationship 
with adjacent buildings in the same block.  

 

Potential Eligibility for Individual Listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places 

 

Properties eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic 
Places must be deemed significant under one or more of the 
National Register Criteria, as defined by the National Park Service: 

Criterion A:  
The property is associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of our history. 

Criterion B: 
Properties that are associated with the lives of persons significant in 
our past. 

Criterion C: 
Properties that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, 
period, or method of construction, or that represent the work of a 
master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a 
significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack 
individual distinction. 

Criterion D: 
Properties that have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history. 
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Potential Eligibility for Individual Designation by the Town of Telluride 

 

Telluride Standards for Designation: (Telluride Land Use Code Section 
7-505) 

7-505.A.1.  
The structure is representative of a unique historical social activity of 
an era. 

7-505.A.2. 
The structure dominates the neighborhood by virtue of its mass, 
architecture or location. 

7.505. A.3. 
The structure was an historically or architecturally important public 
building. 

7.505. A.4. 
The structure has a unique historical significance beyond a local 
level. 

7.505. A.5. 
The parcel was the site of an important historic event or activity. 

7.505. A.6. 
The structure has a “contributing or qualified contributing” rating on 
the THAS. 

 
 
Integrity  
 
The historical integrity of each property inventoried was evaluated as it 
relates to the National Register Criteria. To qualify for inclusion in the National 
Register of Historic Places, a property must not only be significant, but also 
have integrity. A property's integrity refers to its ability to convey   its historic   
significance.    In   other words, integrity represents how much a property has 
been altered from its historic appearance. Properties that have been 
altered substantially have poor integrity, while those that have not been 
altered at all have excellent integrity. As defined by the National Park 
Service, there are seven qualities of integrity that must be considered: 
location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. 
Historic properties do not need to retain all seven qualities of integrity to be 
eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places; however, they 
must retain enough of these qualities to convey a sense of their historic 
significance. 
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Location 
Location is the place where the historic property was constructed or the 
place where the historic event occurred. 
 
Design  
Design is the combination of elements that create the form, plan, space, 
structure, and style of a property.  
 
Setting  
Setting is the physical environment of a historic property. Whereas location 
refers to the specific place where a property was built or an event occurred, 
setting refers to the character of the place in which the property played its 
historical role.  
 
Materials  
Materials are the physical elements that were combined or deposited 
during a particular period of time and in a particular pattern or 
configuration to form a historic property.  
 
Workmanship  
Workmanship is the physical evidence of the crafts of a particular culture or 
people during any given period in history or prehistory. It is the evidence of 
artisans' labor and skill in constructing or altering a building, structure, object, 
or site. 
 
Feeling  
Feeling is a property's expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a 
particular period of time. It results from the presence of physical features 
that, taken together, convey the property's historic character.  
 
Association 
Association is the direct link between an important historic event or person 
and a historic property. A property retains association if it is the place where 
the event or activity occurred and is sufficiently intact to convey that 
relationship to an observer.  
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5.0 RESULTS 
 
The Telluride Re-Survey of Historic Structures project has resulted in the 
intensive-level survey and completion of Colorado Cultural Resource Survey 
Architectural Inventory Forms for 318 properties, of which 309 are located 
within the Telluride National Historic District boundaries.  Included in the 
survey are 318 primary buildings, and 162 historic secondary buildings and 
structures. The inventory forms present detailed architectural descriptions, 
and well-researched construction histories and historic background 
narratives for each property. Eligibility evaluations, relative to the National 
Register Criteria and the Town of Telluride’s Standards for Designation are 
also provided, and discussed in greater detail below.   
 
Tables 2 and 3, on the following pages below, categorize the primary 
buildings by their historic function/use. The primary buildings are also 
categorized by their architectural style or building type, using the style and 
building type lexicon of History Colorado / Office of Archaeology and 
Historic Preservation, as listed below in Table 4. The 162 secondary buildings 
and structures include sheds, barns, garages, carriage houses, secondary 
residences, privies, and one granary. Table 2 totals more than the number of 
primary buildings surveyed because some buildings had more than one 
original historic function/use. 
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Domestic / Single Dwelling 230 

Domestic / Multiple Dwelling 12 

Commerce and Trade / Specialty Store 11 

Commerce and Trade / Warehouse 8 

Commerce and Trade / Brothel 7 

Commerce and Trade / Bar 6 

Commerce and Trade 6 

Commerce and Trade / Financial Institution 4 

Social / Meeting Hall 4 

Commerce and Trade / Restaurant 3 

Commerce and Trade / Professional 3 

Commerce and Trade / Business 3 

Health Care / Hospital 3 

Domestic / Hotel 3 

Commerce and Trade / Grocery Store 2 

Religion / Church 2 

Education / School 2 
 Education / Education Related 1 

Government / Courthouse 1 

Government / Jail 1 

Transportation / Depot 1 

Transportation / Rail Related  1 

Agriculture/Subsistence / Barn 1 

Recreation and Culture / Theater 1 

Table 2. Primary Buildings by Historic Function/Use 
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Domestic / Single Dwelling 213 

Domestic / Multiple Dwelling 22 

Commerce and Trade / Specialty Store 16 

Commerce and Trade / Restaurant 13 

Commerce and Trade / Business 13 

Commerce/Trade / Professional 6 

Commerce and Trade (includes mixed-use commercial 
 

5 

Education / School 5 

Vacant / Not in Use 5 

Social / Meeting Hall 2 

Commerce and Trade / Warehouse 2 

Commerce and Trade / Financial Institution 1 

Recreation and Culture / Theater 1 

Recreation and Culture / Museum  1 

Government / Courthouse 1 

Government / City Hall 1 

Religion / Church 1 

Transportation / Rail-Related 1 

Agriculture / Subsistence / Barn 1 

Table 3. Primary Buildings by Current Function/Use 



Town of Telluride Re-Survey of Historic Structures 
 

Cultural Resource Historians Page 57 
  

 

  

No Defined Style 113 

Late Victorian 99 

Modern Movements / Neo-Victorian 25 

Commercial / Late 19th Century Commercial Style  19 

Modern Movements 15 

Commercial / False Front Commercial 10 

Late Victorian / Queen Anne 8 

Hipped-Roof Box 7 

Foursquare 6 

Late 19th and Early 20th Century Revivals / Dutch Colonial 
 

4 

Late Victorian / Italianate 2 

Late 19th and Early 20th Century Revivals / Romanesque 
 

2 

Late 19th and Early 20th Century American Movements 2 

Classic Cottage 2 

Late Victorian / Gothic Revival 1 

Late Victorian / Carpenter Gothic 1 

Late Victorian / Edwardian 1 

Late 19th and Early 20th Century Revivals / Classical Revival 1 

Total 318 

 Table 4. Primary Buildings by Architectural Style/Type 
 

Eligibility Evaluations 
 
A primary objective of the project was to evaluate each building’s eligibility 
status within the Telluride National Historic Landmark District. As described 
above in Section 3, The Town of Telluride employs four separate rating 
classifications: “contributing,” “supporting,” “noncontributing with 
qualifications,” and “noncontributing without qualifications.” Regarding the 
National Register of Historic Places, buildings rated contributing and 
supporting are regarded as contributing resources within the Landmark 
District, while buildings rated noncontributing with qualifications and 
noncontributing without qualifications are considered noncontributing 
resources within the Landmark District. The following evaluations represent 
solely the professional opinion of Cultural Resource Historians; they are not 
formal determinations of eligibility. Among the 318 primary buildings, 135 
were rated contributing, 101 were rated supporting, 31 were rated 
noncontributing with qualifications, and 51 were rated noncontributing 
without qualifications. Nine others are located outside the Landmark 
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District’s boundaries. 236 primary buildings (74%) were evaluated as 
contributing resources within the district, while 70 primary buildings (25%) 
were evaluated as noncontributing resources within the district. Among the 
contributing properties, 39 were evaluated as individually eligible for 
inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places. These are listed below in 
Table 4. Properties individually eligible for the National Register of Historic 
Places are also eligible for the State Register of Historic Properties; however, 
evaluation for State Register eligibility was otherwise outside the project’s 
scope of work. 
 
The 162 historic secondary buildings and structures were also evaluated as 
contributing, supporting, noncontributing with qualifications, or 
noncontributing without qualifications, resources within the Landmark 
District. 83 were evaluated as contributing, 40 were evaluated as supporting, 
16 were evaluated as noncontributing with qualifications, and 23 were 
evaluated as noncontributing without qualifications. Two secondary 
structures are outside the district’s boundaries. Thus, 121 historic secondary 
buildings and structures (75%) were evaluated as contributing resources 
within the district, while 39 historic secondary buildings and structures (25%) 
were evaluated as noncontributing resources within the district. Several non-
historic secondary buildings and structures were also surveyed and 
described on the individual inventory forms; however, they are not 
enumerated in this report. Comprehensive survey logs for the primary 
buildings and the historic secondary buildings and structures are presented 
at the end of the report in Tables 6 and 7. The Colorado Cultural Resource 
Survey Architectural Inventory Forms, for each of the 318 intensively-
surveyed properties, accompany this report. 

 
 

Site No. Address Historic Name N.R. Criteria 

5SM.1534 231-235 W. Colorado Avenue New Sheridan Hotel A, C 

5SM.1537 201 W. Colorado Avenue First National Bank Building A, C 

5SM.1539 129/131 W. Colorado Avenue Mahr Building A, C 

5SM.1540 109 W. Colorado Avenue Bank of Telluride Building A, C 

5SM.1542 107/109 E. Colorado Avenue Coslett and Stansbeck Building A, C 

5SM.1549
 

200 E. Colorado Avenue Telluride Lodge No. 56 A. F. & A. M. A, C 

5SM.1550 130-134 E. Colorado Avenue Stellmacher and Pheasy Building A, C 

5SM.1553 100-114 E. Colorado Avenue 
Nunn and Wrench Block, National 
Club Building 
 
 

A, C 

5SM.1561 324 W. Colorado Avenue 
Tomboy Gold Mines Company Office 
Building A, C 
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Site No. Address Historic Name N.R. Criteria 

5SM.1604 305 W. Colorado Avenue Galloping Goose A 

5SM.1605 305 W. Colorado Avenue San Miguel County Courthouse A, C 

5SM.1608 134 S. Spruce Street Telluride Jail A, C 

5SM.1620
 

200 W. Pacific Avenue Telluride Transfer Company Building A, C 

5SM.1653 440 W. Pacific Avenue Finn Hall A 

5SM.1657 472 W. Pacific Avenue Swedish-Finn Temperance Hall A, C 

5SM.1658 400 Block W. San Juan Ave. 
Denver and Rio Grande Southern 
Railroad Depot 

A, C 

5SM.1682 207 N. Oak Street Davis House, Waggoner House A, B, C 

5SM.1695 316 N. Oak Street Sleeper House, Lehmann House A, C 

5SM.1697 234 N. Oak Street Olson House A, C 

5SM.1705 330 W. Columbia Avenue deLannoy House A, B, C 

5SM.1710 239 N. Aspen Street Wheeler House A, C 

5SM.1726 552 W. Columbia Avenue Unknown C 

5SM.1728 566 W. Columbia Avenue Johnson House A, C 

5SM.1731 539 W. Columbia Avenue Hanson House A, C 

5SM.1733 513 W. Columbia Avenue Weller House A, C 

5SM.1737 237 N. Townsend Street Anderson House, Shane House A, C 

5SM.1741 447 W. Columbia Avenue Telluride School A, C 

5SM.1743 427 W. Columbia Avenue 
Nunn Club House; Telluride Institute 
House; Cornell House; Pinhead House 

A, C 

5SM.1748 135 W. Columbia Avenue Telluride School, Telluride Town Hall A, C 

5SM.1749 201 W. Gregory Avenue 
Miners’ Hospital, Dr. Hall’s Hospital, 
Telluride Historical Museum 

A, C 

5SM.1756 107 W. Columbia Avenue Western Federation of Miners Hospital A, C 

5SM.1758 235 N. Pine Street McCoy House, Waggoner House A, B, C 

5SM.1770 301 N. Spruce Street St. Patrick’s Church A, C 

5SM.1774 320 N. Spruce Street Taylor House, Wood House A, C 

5SM.1799 337 E. Columbia Avenue Unknown C 

5SM.1816 231 E. Galena Avenue Dennis House A, C 

5SM.1823 109 E. Gregory Avenue Unknown A, C 

5SM.1827 110 N. Oak Street 
Sheridan Opera House, Segerberg 
Opera House 

A, C 

5SM.1831 337 E. Columbia Avenue Unknown C 
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Table 5: Properties Evaluated as Individually Eligible for the National Register of 
Historic Places  

 

6.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

The information provided in the individual inventory forms and in this report is 
intended broadly to promote the National Historic Landmark District, 
Telluride’s impressive architectural heritage, and the town’s unique and 
diverse history - and to thereby enhance the quality of life for Telluride’s 
residents, business owners, employees, and visitors. More specifically, the 
information is intended to be used directly by property owners, Town of 
Telluride staff, the Historic Architectural Review Commission (HARC), the 
Telluride Town Council, and the greater Telluride community. Toward this end 
the survey data should be widely publicized and disseminated. Copies of 
the inventory forms should be provided to the property owners, and the 
survey data may be made available on-line, through the Town of Telluride’s 
website.  Paper or electronic copies of the survey results may also be made 
available through the Wilikinson Public Library, the Telluride Historical 
Museum, and perhaps through other venues. Other recommendations 
include: 

 
• Owners of eligible properties should be made aware of direct and 

indirect economic benefits of preservation, including state and federal 
tax credits, and various grants programs including the State Historic Fund. 
This may be accomplished on an ongoing basis, and periodically through 
workshops and other programs. 
  

• Business owners may be encouraged to use the inventory forms’ historical 
and architectural data for a variety of marketing purposes, cooperatively 
and/or independently. 
 

• The inventory forms’ architectural and historical data should be used to 
promote heritage tourism, through enhanced walking tour guide books, 
brochures, and recordings, through new plaques for select buildings. and 
through other media. 

• The survey results should be used to enhance the ongoing design 
guideline process. 
 

• Owners of properties evaluated as individually eligible for the National 
Register should be encouraged and incentivized to seek that additional 
level of designation. 
 

• Positive communication between the Town staff, property owners, 
architects, builders, developers, realtors, and other stakeholders, is 
encouraged to maintain and improve Telluride’s architectural heritage. 
 

• New intensive-level surveys, funded in part by SHF or CLG grants, should 
be undertaken at more frequent intervals than in the past. Future survey 
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efforts may benefit from being smaller and more neighborhood-oriented 
efforts, undertaken every few years. 
 

• The current survey data may be used as a starting point to encourage 
continued research and new publications regarding Telluride’s history. 
 

• Telluride’s post-mining era history may be further researched and 
publicized. 
 

• The Landmark District’s period of significance may be expanded to 
include late mining era resources, particularly including some secondary 
buildings and structures. 
 

• The preservation of smaller scale working class houses in the district, along 
with more high style Victorian era houses is encouraged.   
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